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The American Journey

A history of United States of America

Early Americans 

Native American Societies before 1492

40 000 – 8000 B.C

Ancestors of Native Americans cross Bering Land Bridge 

10 000 – 9000 B.C

Expand through the Americas, travelled in small bands, tracking and killing mammoths, bison.

8000 – 1500 B.C

The Arcaic Period 

Native Americans adapted to regional environments, learning to use local resources efficiently.

Mesoamerican civilizations 

· Mesoamerica, the birthplace of agriculture in North America, extends from central Mexico into Central America
· The Mayans /Mayan civilization reached its greatest glory between A.D. 1500-900/
· The Aztecs /about 1.100/
North American Cultures

· Ancestral Priebloans 

· Plain Indian 

The Caribbean Islanders

By 1492, as may as 4 million people may have inhabited the Caribbean islands.

Discovery – Colonization

Viking explores

Led by Leif Ericson, were the first European explorers of America, who settled briefly on the northeast coast of Canada about 1000 years ago. 

Christopher Columbus (C.C)

The first sustained European contact with the “New World” began in 1492. Four voyages of C.C to the New World – important in establishing the Spanish presence in America
England’s first contact with America

Marked by John Cabot’s voyage to Newfoundland in 1497, it was another 110 years before a basting settlement was established. 

1607

Colonizers establish America’s first permanent English settlement at JAMESTOWN, VIRGINIA

/Captain John Smith – the leader of the colony/ Virginia became Britain’s first American colony.

1608

Establishment of French colony at Quebec

1619

First Africans arrive in Jamestown

1620

Founding of Plymouth Colony in New England. /A group of about 100 separatists, also known as Pilgrims, aboard the Mayflower, arrived at Plymouth/ “Thanksgiving Day”

1624

Dutch found colony of New Netherland

1630
Massachusetts Bay Colony founded

1630-1642

Great Migration to New England 

1634 

Sir. George Calvert founds proprietary colony of Maryland

Three British Colonies in North America by 1650

· Virginia, Massachusetts, Maryland 

1650-1750

Thousand of new immigrants arrived additional colonies were established up and down the East Coast. The main rival of the English in the colonization of North America were the French

French had 2 colonies

· New France /in what is now Canada/

· Louisiana /stretching from Canada in the North to the mouth - /ústie/ of the Mississippi in the South/.  

The 18 century – continual Wars between the English and French

The Seven Year’s War /known to Americans as the French and Indian War/

1754-1763

France was defeated, the English kept the territories they had conquered in America.

Not all the colonists came as free people. The first Africans came to Africa in 1619 /mostly as indentured servants – zahraniční/. By 1690 slavery existed in all 30 colonies. 

The original 30 colonies fell into 3 groups

1) The New England Colonies: Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode, Island, New Hampshire, 

2) The Middle Colonies: Delaware, New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania

3) The Southern Colonies: Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia

The Americans revolution – The war of independence

Many of the British colonies – self governed, prospered economically and culturally. The 13 colonies were demanding more independence from Britain. The British Government imposed duties or tea, paper, glass, coffee, textiles, sugar etc. 

The Anti-English felling gave rise to organization called the Sons of Liberty.

The Boston Tea Party – December 16th, 1773

· Another major event leading up to the American Revolution – Samuel Adams. 

· The Revolutionary War began in Lexington, Massachusetts, April 19, 1775

· In June 1775, the Second Continental Congress, acting as the National government, met in Philadelphia, appointed G. Washington  - Commander in Chief of the Colonial Army.
On July 4th, 1776

The Declaration of Independence was approved /written mostly by Thomas Jefferson/. 

1783

The Treaty of Paris was signed. In the treaty, Britain acknowledged the freedom and independence of the 13 former colonies which now became states.

17. September, 1787
The New Constitution is adopted. /The document was brief: a preamble, or introduction, and seven articles/.

 It is the oldest written constitution in the world and has endured for over 200 years with only 27 amendments – /dodatky/.
April 30, 1789

George Washington is inaugurated as the first president of the US /United States/.

1791

Ten amendment – The Bill of Rights – are added to the U.S. Constitution to protect the rights of individuals

1) Basic Freedoms: the fight to freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly and petition

2) Right to bear arms: the right to have weapons for protection

From the War of Independence to the Civil War /občianska vojna/ - 1783-1861
This period in American history can be characterized as the period of territorial expansion. The U.S. Expanded westwards and the colonization of the whole American continent from the Atlantic to the Pacific was completed. Lousiana, the west territory stretching from the Middle West to the Gulf of Mexico, was bought by the U.S. From the French under Napoleon. This transaction was called:

THE LOUSIANA PURCHASE – 1803

The U.S. Land area doubles.

Florida – bought from Spain. /It was purchase – kúpa – by force of aims – 1819/.

Texas – annexed by the U.S. in 1845

In the Mexican War /1846-1848/ the Americans conquered over a half of Mexico’s territory, the present States of California, Nevada, Utah, Colorado, Arizona and New Mexico/, etc….  
1800

The federal capital moves from Philadelphia to Washington D.C.

The Civil War /1861-1865/

It became the bloodiest war of the 19th century. It was caused by the fact that there existed two antagonistic economic and social systems in the U.S.: the capitalist system in the North and the slave system in the South.

1863, New Year’s Day

President Abraham Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation, granting /udeliť/ freedom to all slaves in the Confederate states. April 14, President Lincoln is shot while attending the theatre in Washington, D.C. He dies next morning.

Results of the Civil War

· 620 000 lives were lost

· It left the South totally devastated

· The 13th Amendment to the Constitution ended slavery throughout the U.S.

A nation of Immigrants

The U.S. has been a nation of immigrants. American has taken in more immigrants than any other nation on Earth. Between 1860-1900, over 14 million Europeans emigrated to the U.S. 
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