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THE AMERICAN JOURNEY

A HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

EARLY AMERICANS – NATIVE AMERICAN SOCIETIES BEFORE 1492

ANCISTORS OF NATIVE AMERICANS CROSS BERING LAND BRIDGE
40,000 – 8,000 B.C.
PALEO-INDIANS 

10,000– 9,000 B.C.

Expand through the Americas, traveled in small bands, tracking and killing mammoths, bison. 

  THE ARCAIC PERIOD
8000 B.C.  - 1 500 B.C.
Native Americans adapted to regional environments, learning to use local resources efficiently.

MESOAMERICAN CIVILIZATIONS:
/Mesoamerica, the birthplace of agriculture in North America,extends from central Mexico into Central America/

THE MAYANS
 / Mayan civilization reached its greatest glory betw. A.D. 150 – 900

The AZTECS 

/ABOUT 1 100 ./
NORTH AMERICAN CULTURES: 

· Ancestral Puebloans

· Plains Indians

THE CARIBBEAN ISLANDERS

By 1492, as many as 4 million people may have inhabited the Caribbean islands. 

DISCOVERY AND COLONIZATION

VIKING EXPLORERS

led by Leif Ericson, sail from Greenland to the North American mainland, were the first European explorers of America,  who settled briefly on the northeast coast of Canada about 1,000 years ago. 

The first sustained Eureopean contact with the “New World” began in 1492 by: 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS

Columbus´four voyages to the New World – important in establishing the Spanish presence in America.

John Cabot´s voyage to Newfoundland in 1497 marked England´s first contact with America. /But it was another 110 years before a lasting settlement was established/

 In 1607,  Colonizers establish America´s first permanent English settlement at Jamestown, Virginia. 
Named in honor of King James I, captain John Smith became the leader of the colony. 

Virginia became Britain´s first American colony. 

1608, Establishment of French colony at Quebec

1619,  First Africans arrive in Jamestown

1620, Founding of Plymouth Colony in New England

1620s – Tobacco boom in Virginia

1624,  Dutch found colony of New Netherland

1630,  Massachusetts Bay Colony founded

1630 – 1642,  Great Migration to New England

1634, Lord Baltimore founds proprietary colony of Maryland

The early 17th century was marked by a flood of immigration from Europe. The early settlers in North America included Dutch, French, Germans and Swedes. But the majority of immigrants were English. 

In 1620,  a group of about 100 Separatists, also known as Pilgrims,  aboard the Mayflower  arrived at a place they called Plymouth. 

/They didn´t believe in the Church of England and wanted to freely practice their own religion. About half of the new settlers did not survive the first winter. But with the help of the Wampanoag Indians, they had a good harvest in the fall of 1621. To celebrate this good fortune, the Pilgrims and about 90 Indians had a three-day feast. This custom of giving thanks continues today. Thanksgiving is an American national holiday celebrated on the fourth Thursday in November.  

In 1630, a new group of immigrants began a settlement called Boston. They came to be known as Puritans because they wanted to „purify“ the church of England. John Winthrop, their leader, had the goal of creating a „city upon a hill“ at Massachusetts Bay. They placed a strong emphasis on family, education, hard work, and the bible. During the 17th century thousands of Puritans settled in the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 

Catťholics were not free to pratice their faith in England. Sir George Calvert started a colony where  he and other Catholics could freely worship their religion. Calvert called the colony Maryland. 

Three British colonies in North America by 1650:
Virginia, Massachusetts and Maryland

From 1650 – 1750, thousands of new immigrants arrived, additional colonies were established up and down the East Coast

The main rival of the English in the colonization of N. E. were the French, who had 2 colonies there: 

l. New France /in what is now Canada/

2. Louisiana /stretching from Canada in the north to the mouth of the Mississipi in the South. 

Not all the colonists came as free people. In many cases, colonizing agencies paid for transportation and living expenses, and in return the settlers became indentured servents and worked off their debt. Usually it took seven years. Then they were given „freedom dues“ which sometimes included a small piece of land. 

The first Africans arrived in America in 1619. Initially they were indentured servants, but the increasing demand for labor on southern plantations quickly reduced blacks to the status of property. By 1690 slavery existed in all thirteen colonies. Most slaves were either prisoners taken in African wars or villagers captured by slave hunters. The slaves were then traded for money or goods such as rum, and shipped across the Atlantic Ocean in shackles. Those who survived the horrific voyage were sold as laborers. 
The original thirteen colonies fell into three groups:

1. The New England Colonies: Massachusetts, Connecicut, Rhode Island, New Hampshire

2. The Middle Colonies: Delaware, New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania

3. The Southern Colonies: Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia

1754, The Seven Years´War /also known as the French and Indian War/ begins betw. France and Britain. 
/France´s powerful position threatened the British Empire in America, which led to the Seven Years´War. The war lasted until 1763, when a peace treaty was signed in which Britain gained control of Canada and all land east of the Mississippi River. France was defeated. 

Many of the British colonies were self-governed and prospered economically and culturally, which was utilized for the benefit of the British ruling class. 

After the French and Indian War, the 13 colonies were demanding more independence from Britain. The British gov. enacted a number of measures to increase revenues. Colonists were expected to pay new taxes on tea, caffee, sugar, textiles. paper, glass, and other goods. 

Colonists responded with widespread resistance and boycotts. The main issue was „taxation without representation“. The colonists determined they were not represented in the British Parliament because they did not have members inthe House of Commons. 

The most effective radical leader was Samuel Adams, a writer and politician from Massachusetts who worked tirelessly for independence. In December 1773, Adams organized a group of colonists in a late night raid against British tea ships in Boston Harbor. Disguised as Mohawk Indians, they threw cargoes over-board in protest of a tea tax. Known as the Boston Tea Party, it was another major event leading up to the American Revolution. 

The anti-English feeling gave rise to a popular organization called the Sons of Liberty, 

1774, September 5, the first Continental Congress opens in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, „to consult upon the present unhappy state of the colonies“. 

1775, april 19, the first shots of America´s war for independence from Britain are fired at Lexington, Massachusetts. 

1775, June, the Second Continental Congress, acting as the national government, met in Philadelphia, and appointed G. Washington Commander in Chief of the Colonial army. 

1776, July 4, America´s 13 colonies sign the Declaration of Independence. 

/Mostly written by Thomas Jefferson, was approved by the Continental Congress on July 4, 1776/.

In 1778, Benjamin Franklin persuaded the French government to sign a Treaty of Alliance. French troops and ships were soon playing a vital role in the war. 

The king George III refused to acknowledge defeat for another two years. The peace treaty was finally signed in 1783, Britain recognized the independence of the U.S. – the former 13 coloniees, which now became states. They signed the Treaty of Paris. The new nation extends from Canada south to Florida, and west from the Atlantic Ocean to the Mississipi River. 

1787, May 25, the Constitutional Convention meets in Philadelphia to revise the Articles of Confederation, the compact among states then governing the newly independent nation. The new Constitution is adopted by delegates on September 17. 

1789, April 30, John Washington is inaugurated as the first president of the U.S. 
The Italian adventurer, set sail under the Spanish flag with the goal of finding a shorter passage from Europe to Asia.  He arrives from Spain on the island of San Salvador in the Bahamas. Europeans honor him as the discoverer of America. 
The first migrants may have arrived over forty /30/ thousand years ago, traveling from central Siberia and slowly making their way to southern South America. These people probably traveled across a land bridge that emerged across what is now the Bering Strait. At that time , during the earth´s last ice age a bridge connected Siberia to America -  Alaska.  It is generally believed the ancestors of present day Native Americans came from Asia. 

Native Americans would contribute hundeds of words to the English language: “canoe, tobacco, potato, moccasin”, etc. In addition, many mountains /Mt. Shasta/, rivers /Penobscot/, lakes /Huron/, cities /Omaha/ and states /Iowa/ derived their names from the great Indian tribes. 

In 1492, the year Columbus landed on a tiny island in the Caribbean, perhaps 70 million people lived on the continents of North and South America, most of them south of what is now the border between the United States and Mexico. They belonged to hundreds of groups, each with its own language or dialect, history, and way of life. In their own languages, many native groups called themselves “the original people” or “the true men”. Eureopeans came to call them “Indians”, following Columbus´s mistaken first impression that he had arrived in the East Indies when his ships reached an island in the Bahamas. 

The original inhabitants of the Americas were peoples in motion. Although there were hundreds of different tribes in North America, there  were common traits among them: communal living with the women responsible for domestic chores and farming, men fighting and hunding, religious beliefs identified with nature.

/Born in Genoa in 1451, he later lived in Portugal and Spain and as a young man visited Africa´s Guinea Coast and Madeira. He was thoroughly familiar with slavery regarded the enslavement of Caribbean islanders as an extension of established practice. He  was not the first European to believe that he could reach Asia by sailing westward. He tried to convince Ferdinand and Isabella that his plan suited Spain´s national goals. If he succeeded, Spain could grow rich from Asian trade. After 33 days at sea, Columbus and his men rached the Bahamas, probably landing on what is now called Watling Island. They spent months exploring the Caribbean and visiting several islands. C. believed that he had reached Asia. Three more voyages, betw. 1493 and 1504 failed to yield clear evidence of an Asian landfall or samples of Asian riches.  Columbus´4 voyages to the New World were important in establishing the Spanish presence in America. Long before Britain had settlements in North America, Spain had colonies in Sourth America, the West Indies and Mexico. 

C. died in Spain in 1506, still convinced he had found Asia. 

- 4 -

